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Department of Physics
Imperial College London
Physics Student Administration Office
Room 522, Blackett Laboratory
South Kensington Campus
London, SW7 2BW

MEMO

To:
Third Year Research Students (Full-time) 
Fourth Year Research Students (Part-time) 
From:
Associate Professor Linda Cremonesi, Director of Postgraduate Studies

CC:
Supervisors of Third Year Research Students

Date:
36 months after initial registration (Sep) – third-year students

Re:
Thesis Progress Review
	


As you will know, all research students are required to submit regular progress reports as stated in Prodecures and regulations (available at 2025-26 Academic Regulations (Research) | About | Imperial College London. As you are now approaching the end of your third year (or fourth year), a progress report is due. At this stage the reporting process takes the form of a review of your progress towards completing your research and thesis. The aim of the review is to help you to a successful completion in a timely fashion. Your supervisor will arrange the review.  

The format of the review is that you will be asked to produce a plan (max. one page) of how you foresee completing your research and thesis in the remaining time left. You will also be asked to give a short presentation (~20 mins) on your research and plans to your supervisor and one or two other staff members (reviewers), though your supervisor may decide that a larger audience is appropriate. Subsequently, your supervisor and the reviewer(s) will discuss your plan with you (~30 mins) and give you feedback and advice on your progress to completion. The areas that they will be considering include whether the thesis plan has enough original work for a PhD, whether the writing-up plan is realistic and the level of your presentation and viva skills, i.e. how well you answer questions on your work and related areas.

	If you would like advice…

This may be a good opportunity to remind research students that if they have concerns over their work or progress, each research community has a set of academic mentors who are there specifically to discuss any issues that you may have, and in addition for confidential discussion please contact the Postgraduate Welfare Advisor Professor Jerry Chittenden. 

Postgraduate Research Tutor  

Jerry Chittenden

Blackett room 744

tel. 47654

j.chittenden@imperial.ac.uk
Imperial also has a system of welfare support and Jerry may best advise you about how to go about making appointments with the appropriate staff. 
If you have any concerns at all, please do not put off discussing them.
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