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Journal article

Assessment overview

The journal article is a 4,000 word written account of a piece of research
based on students’ final research projects. The assessment is part of a
Research Portfolio module delivered on the Online Global Masters of Public
Health programme. The article tests the authentic skills of being able to
write up a research project clearly, concisely and work to the specifications
of the journal article students might want to submit to once the assessment
process has been completed.

Programme overview

Global Masters of Public Health is a fully online degree with 105 students
(numbers as of 2021/22) coming from across different parts of the world.
Students on the programme are part time mature students who are often
working and are spread across many different locations and time zones,
hence the programme is spread over 2-3 years.

Design decisions

Rationale for the choice of assessment

One of the aims of curriculum review was reducing assessment burden and
making sure that assessments were varied, authentic and appropriate.
Authenticity was therefore the main driver for the assessment choice and
design. The team wants to build a community of Public Health researchers,
and to do that they want to train them to be able to feel confident to read,
understand and undertake research, and be able to write it up. With the
journal article, it was felt the students were taken through the entire
process of identifying a problem, developing their research question,
collecting data, and writing it up in a research journal article, mirroring

the real research process. The assessment acts like the first round of peer
review - before they even submit it to a journal article it gets double marked
and feedback is provided.

Fit with other assessment methods on the module and programme

The assessment is the main part of Research Portfolio 4 module. There
are four modules that are interlinked, i.e. research portfolios 1, 2, 3 and 4.
Throughout those four modules the students design and develop different
aspects of their own research project. In Portfolio 4 they undertake their
research and then they write it up as a journal article. The Journal Article
is very closely linked to the vlog assessment where students are asked to
summarise their research to a lay audience.

Practicalities

Preparation for Students

The students are given the handbooks for the research portfolio in the
induction period at the start of September. There is an induction session
where the team invites them to go over what the research portfolio is
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and what assessments are involved. This is where
students can read about the journal article. The
assessment requirements are outlined at that point
explaining the brief, outlining the criteria involved

in the assessment, including the rubric, percentage
weighting, and when the assessments are due. This
is done early as students tend to feel some anxiety
about such a heavily weighted component of the
degree. Transparency is important and the team

are open about it throughout the entire Masters so
students can ask questions. The team also organises
a live session closer to the assessment date. This

is an opportunity to go over the assessment, the
rubric, the expectations and answer any outstanding
questions. Throughout the RP modules, they provide
exemplars for all written assessments.

Supporting students through the project

Students are supported by working with supervisors.
The expectations of the supervisors is that they have
to read the journal article and provide feedback.

The teaching team also supports students through
drop in sessions. Every 4 weeks students can drop

in and ask questions whether that be about the
assessment or about their own research or if they just
want to talk because this final term is very different to
the other terms. This is provided in addition to email
contact, office hours and online forums.

Submission, Marking, and Moderation

Students submit two versions of the same assignment
- one with acknowledgements that won’t be marked
and one without acknowledgements that will be
marked. There are two blind independent markers
marking the assignments separately taken from the
academics in the school of Public Health. Sample
moderation is applied to some samples - one of the
module leads reviews a percentage of assessments.
The lead reviews the grading and the feedback and
intervenes if and when necessary. Feedback for

the journal article is further moderated by the five
teaching staff for RP4 - each take a selection of (all)
the students’ journal articles and read the feedback
to make sure they are happy with the feedback that
goes out to students.

Journal article

The criteria are as follows:

e Abstract - Is the abstract clear, focused, concise?

e [ntroduction - Has the student consulted, read
and understood the related literature? Is the
literature appropriately cited and referenced?
Has previous research been critiqued? Is there an
effective justification of the aim?

e Methodology - Are methods described in detail?
Do they reflect sound scientific practice? Were
they implemented in a creative, problem solving
fashion? Are ethical issues considered (if
appropriate)?

e Results - Have the results been presented
appropriately? Are the results complete?

e Discussion - Has the student demonstrated a

critical understanding of the results and their

implications? Has the student appreciated the
limitations of the data/methods and discussed
the subsequent generalisation of results and
directions for further work?

Writing style and referencing - Style including

delivery, language, tone, and grammar

Please click here for the full rubric.

Feedback

Formative feedback is provided by the supervisor
linked to the criteria. The supervisors are provided
with the training that clearly outlines what the
expectations are. In terms of summative feedback,
students are provided with combined feedback from
the two markers alongside their grade.

In terms of engagement with this feedback there

is a suspicion that a lot of students just look at the
grade and are less interested in the feedback but
there comes a time when they will find this feedback
useful. This is because the majority of students didn’t
have any experience with research prior to starting
the programme hence doing the project is a big
undertaking.
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