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Why do it?
• Altruism
• Grants
• REF
• Promotion, promotion, promotion!
• Transferable skills
• Marginal gains applying for jobs
• Re-enthuse you in your studies.
• Communicate with fellow scientists.
• OfS – Access agreement.
• Societal benefits







A brief history of Societal engagement



























Public understanding of science

• We’re all publicly funded.
• Dispel myths (Climate change, GM, etc)
• Role models/Careers/Education etc
• Be open about results!
• Achieve a scientifically literate population.
• Fees!



COVID- All change!

• Pre-COVID issues were present but overlooked.
• Usual suspects
• Nuts and Bolts approach needed
• Inequality in education - EDI





EDUCATION

YOUNG 
PERSON



Rhodes (2013)



Family

• Parents, Guardians, Carers.
• Need an understanding of the education system
• Level of Education = Support
• Tutoring
• Home schooling through COVID
• Lack of STEM role models
• Lack of science capital in family
• Food banks



Environment

• Role models in society
• Access to extra-curricula activities
• Economic situation
• Institutional barriers
• Changing ‘environment’



Education - Primary

• 5% of teachers have science qualification beyond GCSE
• Lack of ‘Science’ specialist teachers
• No SATS
• Not really a focus for Universities
• COVID forced focus elsewhere

• Personally – Greatest opportunity





Education - Secondary

• Lack of Physics teachers
• Impact of COVID
• Access to tutoring
• Teacher backgrounds
• Access to technology/Labs
• A-level tutoring









https://forms.office.com/e/pHBZpniFvB

Provide feedback!

If you used this resource, please take the time to fill out 
this form to provide your feedback.

If you have any questions or require more information 
about the REET (Resources for Embedding EDI in 
Teaching) project, please contact the Project Lead using 
the following contact details:

Chloe Agg c.agg@imperial.ac.uk

mailto:c.agg@imperial.ac.uk
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